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Hope Builders links disconnected youth 
to career opportunities that transform their lives 

and connects employers to skilled, reliable workers.

THIS EVENING’S PROGRAM

Video Presentation

Welcome

Power Up Potential
 

Best of Friends Award

Student Speaker
 

Live Auction
 

Family Testimonial

Amigo Program
 

25th Anniversary Kick-Off & Blessing
 

Raffle Drawing


TSJHOPEBUILDERS.ORG
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
@TSJHOPEBUILDERS



Dear Friends,

Our vision at Hope Builders is an 
Orange County where all young 
people have the skills to thrive 
economically. To that end, Hope 
Builders is singularly focused on 
building the foundational work readi-
ness that gets young adults onto the 
highway to higher wages from which 
they can advance their careers,
education, and build lasting 
prosperity. 

Tonight we are all Hope Builders. While we face some big 
challenges when we look at workforce needs and the cost of 
living in the county, they are not insurmountable. In Orange 
County, we benefit from a strong business sector. We’ve got 
lots of quality jobs to fill. We’re called home by some of the 
most accomplished entrepreneurs and innovators of our time. 
We have at our finger tips on all the key resources needed to 
transform poverty in our community. 

Hope Builders is up for the challenge – I hope you’ll join us. 
With strong investment in proven models like Hope Builders 
and hard work today, we can realize a better tomorrow for 
every young person in this community. I know you’ll agree 
with me that the young men and women you have met here 
tonight are an extraordinary example of that fact.

GREETINGS FROM SHAWNA SMITH

Shawna Smith 
Executive Director

With my deep gratitude,



YOUR INVESTMENT AT WORK

$1.3 MILLION
TOTAL ONE-YEAR SOCIAL IMPACT

FROM ANNUAL TAX CONTRIBUTIONS AND REDUCTION IN 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO HOPE BUILDERS’ GRADUATES





PREVIOUS BEST OF FRIENDS HONOREES
2018	 Woodbridge Glass/Werner Systems

2017	 Brookfield Residential

2016	 SC Fuels & the Greinke Family

2015	 20th Anniversary Celebration 

2014 	 The R.J. Noble Company &  
	 the Carver Family 

2013	 McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.

2012	 Mission Hospital,  
	 St. Joseph Heritage Healthcare,  
	 St. Joseph Hospital and  
	 St. Jude Medical Center

2011	 Guaranty Chevrolet

2010	 MemorialCare Medical 		
	 Foundation

2009	 Providence St. Joseph Health

2008	 Tait & Associates, Inc.

2007	 J&M Concrete Contractors

2006	 Lennar

2005	 Mike and Arlene Hagan

2004	 Amusement Park 

2003	 Clark Construction Group

2002	 Patrick and Jill Ortiz

2001	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange

2000	 Patrick Powers

1999 	 Dr. Edward Hernandez

1998	 Paul Schloemer

BEST OF FRIENDS AWARD 
Hope Builders proudly honors

For over a decade, PCL Construction Services, Inc. has been a driving force of support of 
Hope Builders’ efforts to provide life changing career opportunities to youth in Orange 
County. PCL’s  core values of Honesty, Integrity, Respect, Dynamic Culture and Passion 
directly align with Hope Builders’ mission to provide a pathway for youth to gain the tools 
and training needed to fill high demand jobs in the construction industry and achieve life 
stability.  

To fuel Hope Builders’ mission, PCL continues to generate awareness and support by 
hosting the annual Builders’ Luncheon. Along with co-hosts, Clark Construction and 
McCarthy Building Companies, this annual event welcomes nearly 100 trade partners, 
generates more than $120,000 and links employment partners to motivated youth.

PCL believes Hope Builders provides an innovative solution to addressing the shortage of 
workers in their industry. “The traditional ways to find labor in the construction industry 
are no longer sufficient. Hope Builders is a great way to deliver the skilled workers we 
need while helping the youth in our community become gainfully employed,” said 
Murakami. “At this time the construction industry needs Hope Builders’ trainees to 
become our labor force.”

Hope Builders proudly honors Elton Murakami, area manager, and PCL Construction 
Services, Inc. with the Best of Friends Award. 



Thank you Hope Builders’ 100 executives for 
working to promote and scale viable solutions 
for young people looking for an opportunity to 
change their life trajectories.

For more information on joining Hope Builders’ 100, please contact  
Laura Stagner at (714) 543-5105 ext. 123 or lstagner@tsjhopebuilders.org.

Behr Paint Company
Jeff Filley

Drew Hatcher
Richard Maus

Brookfield Residential
Adrian Foley
John O’Brien

DecisionQuest, Inc.
Philip Anthony, Ph.D.

Disneyland Resort
Elva Rubalcava

eMaxx Partners
Tim Blett

First American 
Homebuilder Services

Joe S. Tavarez, Jr.

Fitness International, LLC
Andrea Ojeda

Hakes Sash & Door
Allen Hakes

Heffernan & Boortz
John Heffernan

Hunsaker & Associates
Doug Staley
Kris Weber

J.P. Morgan Chase & Co.
Vince McGuinness, Jr.

Lennar
John Lavender

Jeff Roos

Providence St. Joseph Health
Jo Ann Escasa-Haigh

St. Joseph Heritage Healthcare
John Bennett

St. Joseph Hospital
Katie Skelton
Jeremy Zoch

StaffRehab
Lindsay Joseph

Sara Palmer

Supplemental Health Care
Greg Palmer

Tait & Associates, Inc
Rich Tait
Tom Tait

TRI Pointe Homes
Tom Grable

William Lyon Homes
Jim Perry



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Katie Skelton, Board Chair
Chuck Walker, Vice Chair

Shawna Smith, Executive Director

LIGHT UP A LIFE COMMITTEE

Heather Harden
Victoria Hill
Allison Holt

Myrna O’Shea
Jaqueline Reed

Hope Builders is grateful to the many generous people,  
who share their time and talents, to help the organization grow and thrive.



Bridget Ford, Chair

Alex Calabrese
Carlos Gonzalez

Jon Gothold
Tom Honan

Kathy Kramer 
Vince McGuinness, Jr.

Sister Eileen McNerney, CSJ

Jeff Randolph
Kathleen D. Rodin

Elva Rubalcava
Larry Stofko
Jon Storbeck

George  T. Urch

EMERITUS BOARD

Michael Hagan
Richard Heim
Patrick Ortiz

Jennifer Perry
 

Bernard Schneider
Rev. Christopher Smith 

Robert Wilson
Dan Young





YOUR INVESTMENT AT WORK

496 YOUTH SERVED ANNUALLY
WITH TECHNICAL TRAINING AND
ON-GOING SUPPORT SERVICES 



AUCTION DONORS
as of September 5, 2019

ABC Studios 
Alaska Airlines

Aliso Viejo                   
Country Club

Anaheim Ducks & 
Honda Center
Anaheim Hills              
Jewelry & Coin
Angels Baseball

Anonymous
Aquarium of the Pacific

Audi Mission Viejo 
Avila’s El Ranchito

Babolat
Balboa Bay Resort

Ms. Christine Barone
Mr. and Mrs.  

Barwick
Bleu Cotton  

Photography, Inc.
Bold Girlz

The Bowers Museum of 
Cultural Art

Bradford Renaissance 
Portraits

Brainy Actz, Inc.
Brea Improv

Brightview Landscape 
Development

Brio Irvine Spectrum
The Broad

Dr. and Mrs. Raymond 
Casciari 

Champagnes                   
Bistro & Deli

Children’s Museum at 
La Habra

Dr. Lavinia Chong, 
MD 

City National Grove of 
Anaheim

Clark Construction

Classic Kids                    
Photography

ComedySportz
CorePower Yoga

Ms. Melissa Cortes
Mr. and Mrs.  

Gary and Julie Crisp 
Crisp Imaging

CTA Travel
Davey’s Locker        

Whale Watching
Dermalogica

Disney VoluntEARS
Disneyland Resort

Don Roberto Jewelers
Farmers & Merchants 

Bank
Fletcher Jones  

Motorcars
Flightdeck Flight 

Simulation Center
Floyd’s 99 Barbershop

Mrs. Bridget Ford
Frogg’s Bounce House

Fullerton Museum 
Center

Ganahl Lumber
Ms. Terry Garton 

Golf N’ Stuff Family 
Fun Park

Mr. Carlos Gonzalez
Gorjana

Greycomm, LLC
Mr. Steve Greyshock

GSM Auto Group
Mr. and Mrs.  

Jay Hachey
Mr. and Mrs.  
Allen Hakes

Ms. Heather Harden 
Healthcare Design & 

Construction

Mr. and Mrs.  
Juan Hernandez

Mr. and Mrs.  
Chris Hill

Hollywood Wax 
Museum

Mrs. Allison Holt
Hope Builders 
Mr. and Mrs.                

Martin Hubbard
Ms. Jolene          

Hunt-Fleming
The Huntington
In-N-Out Burger

Instant Jungle  
International 
Irvine Lanes

Irvine Park Railroad
Islands Restaurants

J. Elizabeth Portraiture
J/H Personal Chef

Jimmy Kimmel Live!
Kendra Scott Newport 

Fashion Island
Mr. and Mrs.                

Scott King
Mt. James Kish and 

Mrs. Robyn Williams
Knott’s Berry Farm
Ko’a Kea Hotel & 

Resort 
Mr. Paul Kott 

La Mirada Theatre for 
the Performing Arts

The Laguna Playhouse
Laugh Factory            

Long Beach
Lia Portrait Design 

Lindora Weight Loss & 
Wellness

Mr. and Mrs.  
Jesus Lopez 



AUCTION DONORS
as of September 5, 2019

Lorin Backe  
Photography

Los Angeles Chargers
Mr. and Mrs.               

Robert T. Loughrey
Ms. Loretta Lucero Fiss

Mr. Roger Lundblade 
Maggiano’s Little Italy

Malibu Wine Safaris
Mark Roberts

Mater Dei High School
Mcarthy Building 
Companies, Inc. 

Sister Eileen  
McNerney, CSJ
Moa Boutique

Modern Luxury
Mr. Doug Moore

Mr. Elton Murakami
Museum of Tolerance

Mr. Mike Myers
Nathalie Boisvert 

Image Artist
Natural History 

Museum/ La Brea Tar 
Pits and Musum

Newport Surf Camp
NickCo Hospitality 

Group

Nothing Bundt Cakes
OC Fair & Event 

Center
Mrs. Myrna O’Shea
Painting Your Heart 

Workshops
Mr. and Mrs.  
Greg Palmer

Path to Health
Patina Restaurant 

Group
Paul Kott Realtors
PCL Construction 

Services, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs.  

Jose Luis Perez
The PIMCO               
Foundation

PPS Parking, Inc.
PRP Wine  

International, Inc.
Ms. Janice                      

Ramsay-Gonzales
Roclord Studio

Mr. and Mrs.                
Chuck Rosenberger
Rowley Portraiture 

Mrs. Lonna Rumsey
Santa Ana Zoo

Santa Anita Park
Ms. Jamie L. Shaheen

Signature Party Rentals 
Soka University of 

America
South Coast Repertory
Ms. Yolanda Spedden

Spirit Cruises
Stanley Steemer

STARK
Starline Tours of 

Hollywood
Ms. Elizabeth Stevens

Mr. and Mrs.  
Tom Swimm

Talon Executive 
Services, Inc.

Touch Point Marketing
Towne Park Brew Co. 

Transportation 
Corridor Agencies

The Turnip Rose Elite 
Catering

Mr. George Urch
Mr. Rick Weiner 

Will & Grace
Mr. and Mrs.                  

Ron and Liz Williams

Save the Date
25th Anniversary Light Up A Life

Saturday, September 19, 2020
Promenade & Gardens, Costa Mesa, California







VOLUNTEER
Help a young person advance their business skills by volunteering as  
a mock interviewer; build math and writing skills for youth by becoming  
a tutor; or, join the Event Planning Committee and help us prepare for  
the 2020 Light Up A Life gala.

 
HIRE A HOPE BUILDER
If your company is seeking trained and reliable candidates, consider hiring  
a Hope Builders’ graduate as your next employee.

For more information,  
please contact us at (714) 543-5105 or  

info@tsjhopebuilders.org.



65% OF YOUTH PLACED 
INTO JOBS WITHIN 90 DAYS
OF COMPLETING TRAINING



Light Up A Life Corporate Sponsors
PREMIER

PLATINUM

GOLD
AGC Apprenticeship & Training Trust

Banc of California
Brookfield Residential

Insight Investments, LLC
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Kaiser Permanente Orange County
McCarthy Building Co.
OC Fair & Event Center
Pacific Western Bank

The Palmer Family Foundation

Ray and Katie Skelton
Larry and Lisa Stofko

Chuck and Annette Walker
Woodbridge Glass/ Werner Systems

BRONZE
AJ Kirkwood & Associates, Inc.

AMN Healthcare

Anaheim Ducks and Honda Center
Bergelectric

BRYMAX Construction Services, Inc.

Alex and Karen Calabrese

Cal Pac Sheet Metal, Inc.

The Conco Companies

Control Air Conditioning Corp.

Critchfield Mechanical, Inc.
 of Southern California

Deloitte

The Disneyland Resort

Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian

Knott’s Berry Farm

Largo Concrete, Inc.

Mammoth Electric, Inc.

Maya Steel Fabrications, Inc.

Miller Environmental, Inc.

Murray Company

Pacific Premier Bank

Jeff Randolph and  Diane Koch

Sukut Construction, LLC

Thompson Family Foundation

Valero

UNDERWRITER OF HOPE
A.O. Reed & Co.

All Source Coatings & Tile Inc. 

Best Contracting

Bomel Construction Company

Commercial Surety Bond Agency

EMCOR Services Mesa Energy

First American Homebuilder Services

Pan-Pacific Mechanical

Quality Production Services, Inc.

Talon Executive Services, Inc.

Bridget Ford

SILVER
ABC SoCal Merit Training Trust
The Frome Family Foundation

SASCO Tait & Associates, Inc.
Wells Fargo


